
Winter Break 1- 

2 

PTO Meeting 

   6:30 p.m.-library 

4 

Dr. Martin Luther 

King Jr. Day 
   No classes held 

15 

Yearbook Club 

Picture Day-a.m. 

16 

A.T.P. Meeting 

   8:30 a.m.-library 

18  

Semester Break 

Day 
   No classes held 

22 

Mustang Express 
James McGee Elementary School 
Wendy Lechelt-Polster, Principal 

January 2018 

...From The Desk Of The Principal 

 

Dates to Remember 

Dear Parents/Families,  
 
I hope that you all had a wonderful, relaxing winter break.  We are ready 
to hit the ground running in 2018!!  We have a long stretch from January 
to April with very few scheduled days off; this is prime education time!  
You can help us out by ensure that your child reads or is read to for at 
least 20 minutes each day.    
 
Winter Weather: We are still expecting a cold and possibly snowy/ice 
winter.  Please remember to send your child to school with a warm coat, 
gloves, and a hat.  In fact, layers are a great option for the winter!  If you 
need assistance with getting a coat or other winter wear for your child, 
please contact our counselor, Mrs. Mott.   
 
If there has been snow or ice overnight, please check to make sure that 
school is running on time.  Most of the local television and radio stations 
will list school delays and closures, but you can also find the information 
on the school district webpage (www.psd1.org) or utilizing the school 
district app, which will send you alerts, including school delays and clo-
sures, on your mobile phone.   
 
Flu Season: The flu season is upon us, unfortunately!  We want to part-
ner with our families to try to keep the flu season impact to a minimum 
in our school.  Please keep your child home from school if he/she is sick; 
the CDC recommends that people with flu or flu-like illness stay home 
for at least 24 hours after the fever is gone (without the use of fever-
reducing medicine).  Please teach/remind your children of the following 
tips to try to avoid the flu:  
 

• Avoid close contact with sick people 
• Cover your nose and mouth with a tissue when you cough or 

sneeze; throw the tissue in the trash after using it 
• Wash your hands with soap and water often; if soap and water are 

not available, consider using hand sanitizer 
• Avoid touching eyes, nose, and mouth—germs spread this way 

 
PTO: We encourage you to join our small but mighty group of PTO par-
ent volunteers!  We have a fabulous group of parents who are meeting 
each month and doing a lot to support the students, staff, and families of 
our school.  Our PTO generally meetings the first Thursday of the month 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the library and childcare is provided. We would 
love to have your input and support!   
 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day: We will not hold school on Monday, Janu-
ary 15th in observance of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.’s birthday.  There 
are many great books in the library and online resources that you can 
utilize to talk with your child/children about Dr. King and his legacy.  A 
website I would recommend is from National Geographic Kids  http://
kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/history/martin-luther-king-jr/  
 
We hope that you have a great 2018!  Please let us know if there is any-
thing we can do to support your child this year! 
 
Sincerely,  
Mrs. Lechelt-Polster  

Cut out the  
coupon and send  

it to school.   

http://www.psd1.org
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/history/martin-luther-king-jr/
http://kids.nationalgeographic.com/explore/history/martin-luther-king-jr/


Winter Weather 
 
 

Winter weather is here again.  Please make sure that your child is dressed  

appropriately.  Coats, hats and gloves along with the appropriate shoes or boots 

will keep your child warm and dry.  The  office doesn’t have extra clothing, if 

they get wet.  Please listen to KONA 610 AM radio on snowy/icy mornings for 

delays or closures.  The radio station regularly updates school information.   

You can sign up for the new mobile app offered by the Pasco School District.  You will get the 

latest district and school news as well as notifications about breaking news, closures/delays, etc.  

The app is free and available to download.  Go to the iTunes App Store or Google Play and 

search “Pasco School District.”  Then select the Pasco School District app for free download.  

Updates are also posted on the District webpage www.psd1.org.    

By the time our students leave for Christmas break, they will have completed Second 
Step’s Bullying Prevention Unit, a 6-lesson series I teach at the beginning of each 
school year. Second Step lessons help our students identify their own feelings, recog-
nize the feelings of others, understand different perspectives, show compassion and 
most importantly, they learn the Three R’s of Bullying Prevention: Recognize, Refuse 
and Report.  
 
Our students have learned to recognize bullying and understand the difference between 
bullying and conflict. They have practiced identifying different types of bullying and 
have used their assertiveness skills to refuse and report bullying. Our students have 

learned what it means to be a bystander to bullying and about the uncomfortable or conflicting feelings witness-
ing bullying can trigger.  They have also identified different ways bystanders can help stop the bullying. Our stu-
dents have learned different ways bystanders can become part of the bullying problem if they don’t take respon-
sibility to do the right thing to help stop the bullying.  They have practiced positive bystander responses includ-
ing reporting bullying, refusing bullying, and helping support the person being bullied. Our students also learned 
what defines cyberbullying and the similarities and difference between cyberbullying and other types of bully-
ing.  They practiced thinking of supportive messages for someone being bullied online and people to report 
cyberbullying to.  
 
I emphasize in every classroom that the school counselor cannot stop bullying without the help of every student. 
We need a Bystander Revolution!  
 
Did you know? Bullying is when someone is picking on someone else over and over, and the person it’s happen-
ing to hasn’t been able to make it stop. Bullying is hurting someone’s body or belongings, using words to hurt 
someone’s feelings, leaving someone out on purpose and getting other kids to be mean to someone else.   
 
Did you Know? Responding to a bully assertively means displaying confident body language by standing up 
straight, making eye contact and using a strong, clear voice and respectful language to refuse bullying.  (“Stop it, 
that’s bullying.”)     
 
True or False? Research shows that students can reduce their chances of being 
bullied by responding assertively.   
 
Lindsey Mott 

School Counselor 
James McGee Elementary 
(509) 547-6583 X-3232 

     Family Night Reminder 
 

 

 

             James McGee Elementary  

     Friday, February 2, 2018 

              6:00-7:30 p.m. 
 

 

 
Bring your family to our annual STEM 
night. Enjoy science and math related     
activities. Be ready to learn and have 

fun at the same time! 
Marble Maze! 

How far can you make a 
Hot Wheels car go?? 

Can you build a tower out 
of toilet paper rolls? 

Sponsored by our PEAK Fiesta Mexican Restaurant 

What happens when you  
mix cornstarch and water? 
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